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MR. FEILER: Today's date is October 12, 
2001. The time now is 1027 hours and this is 
Monte Feiler of the Fire Department of the 
City of New York. I am conducting an 
interview with the following individual. 
Please state your name, rank and area of 
command. 

A. My name is Michael Wernick. I am from 
Ladder 9, I am a chauffeur. I was a chauffeur that 
day. 

Q. Firefighter? 

A. Firefighter. 

MR. FEILER: Of the New York City Fire 
Department. We're conducting the interview 
at the Lieutenant's office located at the 
quarters of Ladder 9, Engine 33, regarding 
the events of September 11, 2001. Also 
present is? 

MS. QUEVEDO: Fabiola Quevedo of the 
Fire Department of the City of New York. 

Q. What I basically need from you, sir, is 
just a scenario of what happened when you got the 
first alarm until the events surrounding the 


collapse of the second tower. Go ahead. 
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A. That morning we pulled up and I was the 
chauffeur and positioned the rig -- looking at this 
map -- on Church Street, right behind Saint Paul's 
Cemetery. From there we got all the guys and then 
we went into the north 1 World Trade Center. 

Enroute there, lots of debris along Vesey Street and 
we entered 1 World Trade Center. We gathered in the 
lobby and we proceeded to go up the stairs as a 
group and as we were going up the steps -- over 
time, we got separated in the stairwell and some of 
us stopped at different floors. 

Mike Maguire and I stopped at the 12th floor 
and we stopped at the 27th floor. It was really the 
27th floor was the highest level we attained on that 
day. We took a rest on that floor. We saw various 
companies. Some of the members, after thinking 
about it after a while, I did see 6 Truck on that 
floor. 

Q. Were you able to recognize any of the 
firefighters? 

A. None of the firefighters. But I do 
remember Captain Burke, Billy Burke, he's still 
missing. And then I do remember the 6 Truck, a 


couple of the guys recognized me. I saw them last 
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week. They said, oh, you were the guy lying on the 
floor. And his mask was next to mine, this guy sal, 
form Ladder 6. 

We were there resting five, ten minutes. We 
heard reports that possibly more planes were coming 
in our direction and that was from the FBI. And 
there was Battalion Chief on the floor. 

Q. Do you know who that was? 

A. I'm trying to think who it was. I think 
it was from Battalion 2. 

Q. You don't know his name? 

A. No. And at that point we heard a loud 
noise and the building shook. It was like a rag 
doll. At that point we said, "We got hit by another 
plane." The indications were really poor at that 
point. 

And then the Chief basically said, start 
filtering down. So we decided to go down rather 
than up. We went down one stairwell, I think it was 
C, and we caught up with my boss, Lieutenant Smith 
at that point and then around the 11th floor, it was 
clogged up at around the 11th floor in that 
stairwell, and someone on the 11th floor grabbed us 


and said go down another stairwell. 
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Q. What was it clogged up with? Civilians? 
A. Both firemen and civilians. And at that 


point it was actually quite lucky that we went to 
another stairwell that was empty and then we made it 
down to about the 5th or 6th floor and I remember 
seeing Lieutenant Desperito because he used to be in 
9 truck. I ran into him on that floor. That was a 
very vivid moment in the stairwell, because he was 
helping somebody out. 

Q. A Civilian? 

A. A Civilian. And I think we passed 6 
Truck. They were in the stairwell with civilians as 
well. Mostly firemen at that point. There really 
was very few civilians. I remember seeing Engine 5 
somewhere along the way. We made our way down to 
the lobby which was blown out at the time from the 
debris of the first tower that came down, the south 
tower that went down. 

At that time we still didn't know that the 
building collapsed. We were still unaware. We 
thought we either got hit with a plane or that 
thought it might have been a partial collapse from 
the upper floors in our building. We got into the 


lobby and the lobby was completely blown out. I 
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guess from the debris, and we had to climb out 
there. And as we left the building we still didn't 
know the first tower collapsed. No clue that that 
first tower collapsed. 

We made our way to the street and about 45 
seconds out of the building the north tower 
collapsed. So we just made it out. We got blown up 
the West Side Highway, most of us, and -- 

Q. Who was in that group with you when you 
left the building? 

A. I think I was with B.J. Casey, a fireman 
from Ladder 9. I don't remember if Casey -- I think 
Casey was from Ladder 9 and Mike Maguire. 

Q. B.J. and Casey, those are nicknames or -- 

A. Firefighter Springstead and firefighter 
Casey and Firefighter Maguire. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I think in the lobby I remember seeing 
Firefighter Walz and Baptiste. 

Q. All from your company or -- 

A. Neither of them made it out. 

Q. And that was 1 World Trade Center you were 
in? 


A. The north tower. And then we sort of made 
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it up the West Side Highway. Well, we walked out to 
the West Side Highway. The minute we did that the 
building came down and that blew us a few feet. 

From there on, you know, we had a lot of debris 
in our eyes and face and we couldn't breathe. 
Eventually I got up, walked around in a dust field 
and eventually I was taken to Beth Israel Hospital. 

Q. I just want to know, when you first got 
the run, you said you were the chauffeur. Did you 
receive any specific instructions on where to stage 
or where to go? 

A. No. 

Q. The alarm just came in of what, as far as 
you are aware? 

A. Well, actually when it came in Engine 33 
went first. They were like 9, 10 minutes ahead of 
us and then what typically happens in the city is 
when something comes in they wait for 9:00 o'clock. 
You know, the dispatchers, because it all has to do 
with money and overtime. So at 9:00 o'clock the 
alarm went in for us. So then we proceeded down, I 
guess it was on the fifth alarm at that point, with 
no indication of where we were gonna go. I knew we 


were going to the World Trade Center. You could see 
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the hole in the building right out here on Lafayette 
Street. 
Q. So the first plane had struck, the second 


plane hadn't struck when you were responding? 


A. Right. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And then as we were going down there it 
struck. 


Q. Did you see it hit? 

A. No, We saw the aftermath. 

Q. When you got down there, where did you 
park? Where did you stop the apparatus? 

A. I was going down south on Church Street, 
against traffic on Church Street and I pulled up 
right behind St. Paul's Cemetery. 

Q. Could you mark that. 

A. (Complied with request. ) 

Instead of going -- normally when we -- 
Like when we went to the one, we went down the West 
Side Highway, we pulled up over here. As we pulled 
out here, there was so much debris, the Lieutenant 
said, "Just park it over here." So, you know, this 
cemetery, there was papers flying all over the 


place, there were engines all over, plane parts, 
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building parts, and then we proceeded to walk down 
Vesey Street into the north tower. 

Q. Okay. Did your Lieutenant receive any 
instructions from a Captain or a chief on where to 
go or -- 

A. We just walked into the lobby and at that 
point they probably got instructions to go as high 
as we could climb. 

Q. When you entered the lobby, did you treat 
anybody? Was there any civilians that you needed to 
treat or any patients that you made contact with? 

A. Not at that point, but at that point there 
were a lot of bodies all around outside. We were 
Dodging bodies to get in. 

Q. Were you asked to assist a particular 
unit, either verbally or by radio? 

A. No. 

Q. When you exited 1 World Trade Center, do 
you remember where you exited from? 

Where we came in, in the northwest corner. 
Can you mark that. 
(Complied with request. ) 


That's where you entered. And you exited? 


See ES i= Fe 


The same way. 


10 
Wernick 


Q. You said you made it up to the 27th floor? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long do you think it took you to walk 
up? 

A. About a half hour. Twenty minutes, a half 
hour. 

Q. Were there lights, any lights on? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know the status of the elevators in 
that building? Were they running at that point? 

A. When we first pulled -- I do remember when 
we first came in one elevator was blown out. That 
was on the main floor. We couldn't use the 
elevators. I don't know if the other elevators were 
working. I know that definitely one was blown out. 


Q. How about the stand pipes? Were they 


working? 
A. No. 
Q. You said you weren't aware of the first 


building collapse. 
A. That's correct. Most of the guys weren't. 
Q. Did you have a handy-talkie with you? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Do you know, was it on the private 
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channel? Was it on a Manhattan frequency? 
A. Just on the regular channel. 
Q. How was communications? 
A. It was pretty bad. 
Q. At any time were you asked to change to a 


different frequency? 


A. No. 
Q. Were you staying on the Manhattan 
frequency? 


A. I stayed on the Manhattan frequency. 

Q. Is there anything else that you think is 
important? Any other people that you may have seen 
that you recognized? 

A. I remember Andy Desperito, Lieutenant 
Burke, I saw Mannie somewhere, Mannie Devalle in the 
stairwell at one point while I was coming down. It 
was the 6th or 7th floor. He's from Engine 5. 

Q. That was the last you saw of him there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did it look like he was doing at that 
point? 

A. I think they went on the floor. They 
weren't in the stairwell. I remember the door 


opening on the floor and they were just like in the 
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lobby of the floor. 
That was the C stairway you say? 
At that point we changed over to B. 


That was the one that was less crowded? 


> 0 > O 


Yes. But around the 4, 5 or 6 floor it 
started to get crowded. 

Q. Civilians and firefighters? 

A. Mostly firefighters. But we were still 
able to move. But I know that there was no urgency 
at that point trying to get out of the building. It 
wasn't like "Let's get the fuck outta here." You 
know? This thing is coming down. It was like 
filter down guys and start to get out. 

Q. Do you think anyone around you was aware 
that the other building collapsed? 

A. No. 

Q. Is there anything else that you think is 
important that you would like to add? 

A. No. That's pretty much it. 

MR. FEILER: I want to thank you for 
spending time with us. It's very important 
that we get this accomplished. The 
department is appreciative. 


That concludes the interview at 1040 
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hours and this concludes the interview. 
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